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Pennsylvania’s state parks and forests need more than $1.4 billion in repairs and upgrades. Years of underfunding has 
reduced staffing and created maintenance shortfalls. We call on the Governor and General Assembly to work together to 
protect the legacy that is our outdoors, while investing in human health and local economies.

Total dams: 141
Total High Hazard Dams 47
A dam is high hazard if its failure could 
result in the loss of life or significant 
property damage.

of Pennsylvanian’s surveyed in the 2020 Fall Lion Poll 
agreed that funding outdoor recreation facilities such 
as parks, trails and open spaces, should be considered 
a top priority by state and local governments.

Our Parks and Forests Deserve Better

The combined acreage of 
Pennsylvania’s parks and 
forests are twice the size of 
the entire state of Delaware.

Outdoor Recreation Spending*

In Pennsylvania, outdoor recreation generates annually:

$29.1 billion in consumer spending
251,000 direct jobs
$8.6 billion in wages and salaries
$1.9 billion in state and local tax reenue

Forestry Infrastructure needs

Park Infrastructure COsts

Fewer staff 
and higher 
public 
demands 
creates challenges 
for maintaining, 
restoring, 
and replacing 
infrastructure. 

*Outdoor Industry Association

Average life span of a bridge: 

50 years
Average age of a bridge in 
Pa state parks and forests: 

64 YEARS
Total bridges 864; 
total structurally deficient 
bridges: 144 or 17%

DCNR manages 4,876 buildings
1,933 of these are fifty years or older.

DCNR manages 

70 Sewage Treatment Plants
172 Water Treatment 

75%
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