
ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation

Pennsylvania Constitution

ARTICLE 1,  SECTION 27

The people have a right to clean air, pure water, and

to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic and

esthetic values of the environment. Pennsylvania’s

public natural resources are the common property of

all the people, including generations yet to come. As

trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall

conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the

people.

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the

Environmental Rights Amendment to Pennsylvania's

Constitution, throughout 2021, the Pennsylvania Parks

and Forests Foundation hosted special incentives to

engage the public and raise awareness about this

monumental piece of legislation. The following is a

collection of poems, essays, photos, and songs shared

with us from Pennsylvanians all over the state about

what the ERA means to them. 
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Clean Air :  Need for fresh a ir .  

-  Glor ia  Benfer

Best in  Show -  Judges '  Choice Award

Bob Fescemyer,  Forbes State Forest

Aah -  smel l  th is  c lean a ir . . .  COUGH! 

-  Je f f  Wart lu f t

 

Natura l  state ,  good hea l th b irthr ight .  

-  Brad Mal lory

Clean Air

Clean a ir  means l i fe  and breath .  

-  Kim Hoover

Breathe deeply ,  Clear ,  Refreshing ,  Inv igorat ing Essence.

-  Jenni fer Pr inty

Inha le and exhale with no fa i l .  

-  Mary Joy Greg



No more smog,  asthma *cough cough* 

-  Jenna Behr inger

 

Fresh,  re freshing ,  inv igorat ing ,  

yet  st i l l  ca lming .  

-  Tina Molsk i

 

Clean a ir ,  i t ' s  what 's  for l i fe .  

-  John N.

 

Reducing the r isk of  respiratory d iseases!  

-  Sue Adams

 

Enjoy ing the Outdoors for Our Existence!  

-  L isa  C.  Bush

 

Clean a ir  r ights ,  breath i t  in .  

-  Don Sul lenberger

 

Al l  of  creat ion needs c lean a ir .  

-  David A.  Imgrund

 

Pennsy lvanians deserve c lean,  beaut i fu l

nature. . .a lways!  

-  Ami Dalkner

 

Clean a ir .  What other choice works .  

-  Char les Van Auken

 

Pink lungs are hea l thy lungs .  Breathe.  

-  Cathy Jackson

 

Easy breath ing ,  easy v iewing ,  hea l thy lungs 

-  Marc i  Mowery

Clean Air  -  Judges '  Choice Award

Matt  Mann,  Cherry Spr ings State Park
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Breathe,  and smel l  trees ,  

f lowers ,  Earth .  

-  Mary Ann Pike

 

Moved to mounta ins .  

Wanted c lean a ir .  

-  Carol  Schnaiter

 

Breath ing c lean,  

outs ide a ir  i s  inv igorat ing .  

-  Bev Mart in

 

Clean a ir  

for every creature 's  

existence.  

-  John Lahr

 

Clean Air  -  Runner Up Award 

Bruce Walkovich ,  Canoe Creek State Park
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Best in  Show -  People 's  Choice Award

Sarah McAfee,  McConnel ls  Mi l l  State Park

Stand outs ide .  

Breathe deeply .  

No v irus here.  

-  Kr ista  Henry

 

Taking a breath ,  

g ives me freedom.

 -  Al ice Kreider

 

Clean a ir  keeps my lungs a l ive .  

-  Nancy Kurtz

 

Air .  We need i t  for l i fe .  

-  Dorothy M. Krupa

 

I t ' s  good to breathe c lean a ir .  

-  Tom Campbel l

 

Ensur ing c lean water ,  a ir  upl i f ts  us .  

-  Mark L ichty

Clean Air



River

Susquehanna

Pol luted far  upstream

This  i s  not nature 's

intent ion

FIX IT!

 

Swimmers

Boaters ,  ang lers

S ightseers ,  res idents

Please demand we have

clean r ivers

FIX IT!

 

SEWER

RUNOFF

OVERFLOW

Pol lut ing industr ies

Dumped into our

Beaut i fu l  r iver

FIX IT!

-  @IamERIC9

(Left )  Pure Water  

People 's  Choice Award

Liz  Mick ley ,  

Codorus State Park

(Below) Clean Air

People 's  Choice Award

Bi l l  S iss ion,

R.B.  Winter State Park
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Li fe 

F lour ishes

With

Clean

Water!

-  Carol  Say lor

Water

Water is  l i fe

Hear i ts  f low sweet ly  c lean

Generous g i f t  from One unseen

Treasure

-  Wolodymyra Gesford

Water

The l i fe  g iver

Home to many species

Provider of  dr ink and food

Water

-  Mark A.  Walters

Caps ize

Ramcat Rapid

Distort ing ,  d ist i l l ing

Br ight  sunl ight ,  Wave of  trout envy

Rol l  up

-  Eddy L ine

Breathe in . . .

Not just  for th irst .

Ah,  the sound of  peacefu l  harmony;

the Earth in ba lance.

Refreshed.

-  Ami Dalkner

Water

On a hot day

Fresh and c lean from the tap

Been through the system to remove

Fish poo

- Lynda Schoenecker

Flowing 

Water for l i fe

Cool ing ,  c leans ing ,  quenching

Given from God to susta in man

Cherish

-  Danie l  Snyder

Pure Water -  Judges '  Choice Award

Sabr ina Hi lpert ,  Presque Is le  State Park
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Water

Aquat ic  Fun

Sparkl ing ,  Sp lash ing ,

F lowing

Rivers ,  Streams and Lakes

are dancing

Clean joy

-  Glor ia  Benfer

Earth 's  b lood. . .

Clean,  pure water

Free- f lowing ,  l i fe-g iv ing .

Al l  a long the food cha in ,  they

wait . . .

For l i fe .

-  Lynda Ihr ig

My Dad,

he f i shed the r ivers ,

took us to Shawnee Lake.

He taught us to enjoy water ,

with care .

-  Mary Ann Pike

Ice hangs

In long s ick les

Longing for me to break

And taste that  refreshing coolness

Ins ide .

-  Dave Coover

(Above) Pure Water -  Runner Up Award,  Rick Baker ,

Presque Is le  State Park (Below) Scenic Value -  Runner Up

Award,  Dave Ki le ,  L i t t le  P ine State Park  

Water:

L i fe  susta in ing

The beauty we seek out

Refreshing on hot summer days

Clean fun

-  Joyce Jackson
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Natura l  Va lue -  Runner Up Award

Cathy Straub,  E lk State Forest

Cool ,  c lear water f lows.

The trees rust le  in  the wind.

They do th is  for a l l .

-  Hunter Kaufman

Misty ear ly  morn

Serenity of  the h ike

Mounta in peace and quiet

Serenity here

in the st i l lness of  nature. . .

noise is  forbidden

hike in the mounta ins

through the sp lendor of  nature

tra f f ice nowhere near

-  RC Heckert

Clean water ,  c lean a ir

Publ ic  lands ,  f i sh and wi ld l i fe

This  i s  your b irthr ight

-  Jerry Hass inger

Star l ight  tra i l s  of  sch ist

Bounded by wood-pulp sp ires

Beneath the crow's caw

- Jack Ryan

Kindness to our Earth

the "other than human world"

Reciprocity

-  Michele Burton

Seasons ,  One by One.

The same park tra i l  I  cher ish ,

Both same and brand new

PA parks are now 

A v is ion of  our state 's  past ,

How it  a l l  once was .

-  Art  Wil l iams
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Natura l  Va lue -  Judges '  Choice Award

Krysta l  B lake,  Laurel  Hi l l  State Park

Natura l  Va lue -  People 's  Choice Award

Dot Monahan,  Presque Is le  State Park 
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Strol l  by Sy lvan stream

Inhale deeply :  Fresh,  cr isp a ir

Our keystone treasure

-  Mike Patterson

Rise up with the Sun

Chase the v is ion into n ight

Gi f t  for tomorrow

- Doug Holscher

Star l ight  tra i l s  of  sch ist

Bounded by wood-pulp sp ires

Beneath the crow's caw

- Jack Ryan

Penn's  Woods are a l ive -

History in four seasons ,

Begui l ing beauty!

-  Michel le  Patterson

 

Publ ic  lands renew

Our bodies and our sp ir i ts .

Best  to re invest !

-  Sarah Nicholas

 

See ba ld eag le soar

bear ,  e lk ,  deer ,  turkey graze free

shared c lean a ir ,  water

-  Mark Huncik

 P lease be st i l l  my mind,

nature whispers 

to your soul ,

your true home revea led

- J im Bobeck

Natural Value



Scenic Value

Scenic Value -  Judges '  Choice Award

Kyle Yates ,  Cook Forest  State Park

The sun r ises o 'er

A stand of  anc ient p in oaks

and warms fe l led acorns

Rain fa l l s  from gray c louds

Creat ing streams that  g ive l i fe  

To a l l  God's  creatures

-  Sue Mart in

Scenic va lue -  People 's  Choice Award

Sabine Panzner-Kael in ,  Laurel  Summit State Park
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Two Mile House Interpretive Project

BY TRISTIN MILAZZO, DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR AT PCN

Creat ing an assessment to ensure the long-term preservat ion of  the wooded landscape on

the near ly  6-acre Two Mi le House property 

Using preservat ion as a  learning resource to interpret and te l l  the h istory of  the changing

landscape of  the Cumberland Val ley

Tying the Two Mi le House into the growing commercia l  p lans for the Walnut Bottom

Corridor to show that  the House is  a  h istor ica l  and community asset

Insta l l ing s ignage at  the front and back of  the property to advert ise the property as  a

publ ic  space,  inc luding s ix educat iona l  interpret ive panels  on the property

Extending the UPMC walk ing tra i l  onto the Two Mi le House property to encourage use of

the space as a  ref lect ive space

In December 2020,  the Cumberland County Histor ica l  Society ,  located in Car l i s le ,  PA,

received a grant for $14,230 from the South Mounta in Partnership for the interpretat ion and

preservat ion of  the landscape of  the h istor ic  Two Mi le House owned and operated by the

Cumberland County Histor ica l  Society .  

The project  undertaken by the Cumberland County Histor ica l  Society was a proact ive

in i t iat ive by ensur ing the h istor ic  integr i ty  of  the s i te by :

As a property surrounded by

growing commercia l  and res ident ia l

interests ,  the Cumberland County

understood the important of

preserv ing and mainta in ing the

landscape of  the property whi le

a lso opening i t  up for publ ic  use .

One over looked aspect of  the

property was the care and

maintenance of  trees on the

property ,  which have recent ly

begun to d ie ,  fa l l ,  or suf fer from

spotted lanternf ly  in festat ion.  As

the Cumberland County Histor ica l

Society looks to future

preservat ion of  the property ,  the

Society a lso a ims to educate the

publ ic  on the importance of  such

regular maintenance and

preservat ion.  Histor ic  Va lue -  Runner Up Award

Beth VanHorn,  Greenwood Furnace State Park
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Tracks and Trails

BY DR. ALLEN DIETERICK-WARD, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY

In  the 1920s ,  the Pennsy lvania  Rai lroad set  the standard for the world and we had 12,000

mi les of  track.  By the t ime the Environmenta l  Rights  Amendment was passed with

overwhelming leg is lat ive and publ ic  support in the spr ing of  1971,  the Pennsy lvania  Rai lroad

was no longer an independent company and the industry was in the midst  of  a  contract ion

that  would see more than ha l f  of  that  trackage abandoned by 1990. I t  i s  a  testament to the

fores ight  of  our c iv ic  and pol i t ica l  leaders that  the preservat ion of  th is  legacy of  the state ’s

h istor ic  development ,  which was inscr ibed into the natura l  env ironment i tse l f  by count less

thousands of  eng ineers ,  laborers ,  and tra inmen and women,  has resulted in a  system of  ra i l -

tra i l s  that  aga in establ i shes Pennsy lvania  as  a  leader on the world stage .  From the Mon River

over look above the Edgar Thomson Works to the Connel lsv i l le  coke f ie lds and to the Laurel

Highlands and beyond,  I  can th ink of  no better way to exper ience the proud h istory of

b i tuminous mining and steel -making in our state than by r id ing the Great Al legheny Passage

a long the former route of  the Western Mary land and P i t tsburgh & Lake Er ie Rai lroads .   And,

how could one better understand the d ivers i ty  of  exper iences that  has marked the h istory of

Penn’s  Woods than to move v irtua l ly  through t ime from the ear ly  Quaker sett lement in

Phi ladelphia  to the p ivota l  winters at  Va l ley Forge,  the b irthplace of  Danie l  Boone,  and onto

the heav i ly-mined landscape of  anthrac i te country than by travel l ing the route of  the

Schuylk i l l  R iver Tra i l .        

In  a  way,  ra i l - tra i l s  serve as mi les- long ,  l inear museums

that  a l low long-t ime res idents and new v is i tors a l ike

to exper ience and explore the h istor ies of  the

Keystone State for themselves .  And,  every one of  our

scenic ra i l - tra i l s  came about by a unique and wonderfu l

combinat ion of  publ ic  and pr ivate investment that

genera l ly  inc ludes state support ,  such as DCNR’s

Community Conservat ion Partnership Program,

DCED’s Greenways ,  Tra i l s ,  and Recreat ion Program,

or PennDOT’s Transportat ion Alternat ives Set-Aside,

matched by county and loca l  government funds ,

phi lanthropic and corporate grants ,  and donat ions

from res idents who s imply love their  tra i l s .  The

people ’s  r ight  to the preservat ion of  the h istor ic

va lues of  the environment can thus perhaps f ind no

better express ion than in the h istory of  lumber told by

the P ine Creek Gorge Tra i l ,  agr icu l ture on the

Cumberland Val ley Rai l  Tra i l ,  i ron-making on the

Ghost Town Tra i l ,  or the stor ies to ld by any of  the

dozens other ra i l - tra i l s  in  Pennsy lvania .   
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Nature and History in the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area

BY CHRIS J .  MAGOC, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, MERCYHURST UNIVERSITY

From the fab led Ohio,  Al legheny and Monongahela  r ivers ,  to the coal - laden,  forested

Appalachian Mounta ins ,  to unsung natura l  resources l ike sa l t  br ine wel ls ,  i t  was the nature of

western Pennsy lvania  that  fue led the r ise of  America as  the world ’s  greatest  industr ia l  power

by the end of  the n ineteenth century .  Labor and capita l  combined to produce explos ive

industr ia l  product ion,  but in  the process rendered the P i t tsburgh reg ion “hel l  with the l id

taken of f ,”  as  one travel  writer put i t  in  1868.  

In the h istor ic  industr ia l  r iver va l leys of  southwestern Pennsy lvania—much of  which is  now

encompassed by the Rivers of  Steel  Nat iona l  Her i tage Area—art ists  have been working in

creat ive partnerships with loca l  communit ies  to honor and ce lebrate the renewal  of  the

natura l  world .  In  the Iron Garden at  the Carr ie Blast  Furnaces Nat iona l  Histor ic  landmark,

Rivers of  Steel  has forged a remarkable col laborat ion with art ists ,  tradit iona l  meta l  workers

and master gardeners to honor the recovery and b iodivers i ty  of  the natura l  landscape.  The

beauty of  the Iron Garden of fers a  str ik ing juxtapos i t ion with the h istory and subl ime

industr ia l  power of  the Carr ie Furnace s i te .  
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Nature and History in the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area (continued)

A wi lderness of  huge,  queer- looking bui ld ings of  stone,  br ick ,  and wood,  with a core of

towering ch imneys ,  from which vast  c louds of  smoke and steam r ise heavenward.”  That was

how one observer in the late n ineteenth century descr ibed Natrona,  a  town 21 mi les

northeast  of  P i t tsburgh a long the Al legheny River that  owed i ts  existence to the Pennsy lvania

Sa l t  Manufactur ing Company—better known as “Penn Sa l t .”  The company town was founded

in 1850 by a group of  German sc ient ists  and entrepreneurs from Phi ladelphia ,  who se ized on

the abundant sa l t  br ine wel ls  in  the area ,  as  wel l  as  the adjacent Pennsy lvania  Canal  that

snaked i ts  way through the Al legheny Val ley .  The natura l  propert ies  of  the s i te made poss ib le

Penn Sa l t ’ s  product ion of  a  wide array of  chemica l  products ,  inc luding the insect ic ide DDT

that became the subject  of  Rachel  Carson’s  S i lent  Spr ing (1962) ;  i ronica l ly ,  Carson grew up in

Spr ingda le just  a  few mi les downriver from Penn Sa l t .   Company founders made the most of

the narrow str ip of  land they occupied,  erect ing a  sprawl ing industr ia l  complex as wel l  as

vernacular worker hous ing insp ired by Gothic and Greek Reviva l  architectura l  sty les

prominent in the era .  Decades a f ter the company terminated operat ions in 1959,  the

surv iv ing worker homes formed one of  America ’s  largest  and most unique industr ia l  Nat iona l

Histor ic  Distr icts—the f i rst  step in what has been a decades- long ef fort  to breathe new l i fe

into the town.  

Natrona’s  industr ia l  and ethnic h istory ,  capt ivat ing bui l t  landscape,  and complex

environmenta l  legacy have insp ired “Natrona Comes Together ,”  a  loca l  rev i ta l izat ion

organizat ion,  to create a ser ies of  publ ic  art  and environmenta l  restorat ion projects .  These

inc lude beaut i fu l  community gardens that  honor both the area ’s  r ich industr ia l - labor h istory ,

and the recovery of  the natura l  world .  
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(Above) Esthet ic  Va lue Judges '  

Choice Award,  Clare Kaczmarek,  

Laurel  Mounta in State Park

Earth dreams of  oneness ,  

S i lent  words shared together .  

Trees connect to a l l  forest  be ings and humans,  

Hold ing space with th is  beaut i fu l  earth .  

Encourag ing others to share the forest  joy 

Tremors of  a l iveness between a l l  be ings beg in to be fe l t .

Interconnectedness of  a l l  l i fe  awaken to Earth dreams,  

Cal l ing out to a l l .

-  Michele Burton

Baby,

I t ' s  cold outs ide

But there 's  p lenty to do.

Sk i ,  s led ,  h ike ,  f i sh ,  skate ,  

b irds to watch

Webinar watching too

Plan your next tr ip

PA

- Suzanne Gamber
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Many people. 

Many kinds. 

Enjoying nature.

- John Jakoby

Esthetic Value

(Right)  Histor ic  Va lue -  Judges '

Choice Award,  Angelo Mamone,  

McConnel ls  Mi l l  State Park



Everyone,  

Should ,  

Treasure,  

His  or her ,  

Env ironment ,  

Through,  

Int imate ,  

Contact  with nature

-  Je f f  Wart lu f t

Epic  beauty

S ights  unseen

Truly breathtak ing

Hear s ighs

Each more beaut i fu l

Truly

Inspir ing

Cherish

-  Irene Spisake

Esthet ic  Va lue -  Runner Up Award

Jenn St i l lman,  Lyman Run State Park
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Esthet ic  Va lue -  People 's  Choice Award

Patt i  Kel ler ,  P ine Grove Furnace State Park

Trunks and branches covered in bark ,  

Rust l ing leaves in the breeze,  

Edib le del ights  grow abundant ly ,  

En joyable shade from the sun,  

Shelter for many woodland animals

-  Michel le  Brzuz

Esthetic Value



Young Photographers -  People 's  Choice Award

Gwendolyn Sobkowiak,  Laurel  Ridge State Park

Young Photographers -  Judges '  Choice Award

Trent Stross ,  S innemahoning State Park

Young Photographers -  Runner Up Award

Vincent Bratton,  Cowans Gap State Park
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Our environment 

Belongs to a l l  our chi ldren

Borrowed from the past

Used and abused

By those came before us

Let 's  "Pay I t  Forward"

-  Andre Weltman

Future Generations
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Histor ic  Va lue -  People 's  Choice Award

David Raymond,  Point  State Park

In 2021, musicians from around the state were invited to submit their original songs about

what the Environmental Rights Amendment means to them for PPFF's first-ever song contest.

Three awardees were selected who expressed the importance of the amendment, how it

empowers citizens with rights to healthy natural resources and, at the same time, charges us

all with their stewardship. 

Find recordings of their songs on PPFF's website or YouTube channel and listen as Grand

Prize winner Ed Holcomb performs his song “The Amendment” with harmonica

accompaniment; Youth Entry winner Brooke Buser sings her song “Pick Up Trash” strummed

to the tune of her ukulele; President’s Choice winner Debra Wolf Goldstein sings “People

Have the Right”.

Celebrating the ERA through song

Recordings of their songs, set to a background of historic photos and photos from PPFF's

Environmental Rights Amendment-themed photo contest, can be found on our website at

https://paparksandforests.org/our-work/education/era50/song-contest or YouTube channel at  

https://www.youtube.com/c/PAParksandForests.

 

Click here to listen to the playlist.

https://paparksandforests.org/our-work/education/era50/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLejwb83_B8pJXw6QfNP-htXkmSk7N8_DX


 

paparksandforests.org

PAParksandForests

@Pennsy lvaniaParksAndForestsFoundat ion

@PaPFF

@paparksandforests

The Pennsy lvania  Parks and Forests  Foundat ion supports 121

state parks and 2 .2 mi l l ion acres of  forest  by coordinat ing

volunteers ,  act iv i t ies ,  and donat ions through i ts  48 chapters 

to insp ire stewardship of  the state 's  parks and forests .  

Conserve. Protect. Enhance.

https://www.youtube.com/c/PAParksandForests
https://www.facebook.com/PennsylvaniaParksAndForestsFoundation
https://twitter.com/PaPFF
https://www.instagram.com/paparksandforests/
https://paparksandforests.org/
https://paparksandforests.org/support/membership/

